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 Florida Wildflowers: A Comprehensive Guide 

Presented by  Walter Kingsley Taylor 
             Wednesday, October 15, 2014,  7 PM 

   

For those of us who study the flora of Florida, he needs no introductions. We have more 

than a few of his books on the shelves already. Dr. Walter Kingsley Taylor, a well-known 

university professor, botanist and author, will be discussing his most recent book at our next 

meeting.  Like the doctor himself, his talk promises to be enlightening and entertaining.  Dr. 

Taylor will have books for sale and will be glad to sign a book for you. 
 

  After 35 years of service, Professor Taylor retired from the University of Central Florida, where he taught a variety of 

biology courses. In 1999, Taylor received the University Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, the highest 

recognition given by U.C.F. for undergraduate instruction. Upon retirement in 2004, Dr. Taylor was named Professor 

Emeritus of Biology. 
 

 In 2000, The Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) awarded Dr. Taylor the Green Palmetto Award in education and in 

May 2006 the Society presented to him the Mentor Award, the highest recognition given by FNPS to an individual 

member. In February 2010, the Naples Native Plant Society and Naples Botanical Gardens recognized Taylor with a 

Lifetime Achievement Award in Elucidating the Flora of Florida. 
 

  Dr. Taylor and Karin, his wife for 45 years, have traveled widely throughout Florida, visiting all counties and nearly 

all State Parks seeking Floridaôs rich and diverse flora and fauna.  Both he and his wife are avid supporters of Floridaôs 

environment.  Photography, gardening, and playing the piano and organ are favorite pastimes. Dr. Taylor and Karin 

live in Winter Park and have one daughter, Dr. Anna Ree Taylor of Washington, DC, a molecular neurobiologist. 
 

  Our meetings include light refreshments and a native plant auction after the speaker.  We have many knowledgeable 

members who will help you with your native plant questions.  Please come and join us. 
 

 

                                     -  submitted by Donna Bollenbach  
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      Note from the Editor 
 

   Pine Lilies!  As promised, Steve led us to pine lilies on our field trip to Balm Scrub.   

  I also had a great day at the Florida Wildflower Symposium at Bok Tower on 9/20.  I listened to Doug Tallamy, Nancy 

Bisset, Mark Deyrup and some other great speakers. Dr. Deyrup talked about Buzz Pollination and the myriad of life 

supported by a saw palmetto. I learned about native propagation from Marc Godts of Green Isle Nursery.  He was very 

generous with his knowledge and plant materials, I got to bring home some new babies for my garden. 

  Devon and I spent a humid day at the Plant City Gardenfest on 9/27.  The rain held off until almost 3 and we got to chat 

with a lot of people interested in Natives.  We hope to see several of them at our upcoming meetings. 

  The SNPS magnifying loupes are in, we are selling them for $5, I will bring them to the October meeting 

and weôll have them at the USF plant sale - see you there!                   

  -  Janet Bowers , Grapevine editor  

    
 Thanks for helping with the September meeting  - 

 

         Fred Mulholland & Bunny Worth  
                                                 for providing plants for the auction  
                 

 Devon Higginbotham for bringing the refreshments!  

 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   

  November  19 -  Craig A. Watson , Director of the 

Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory (TAL), will present 

Steamy Waters: The Amazing World of Fish Sex (rated 

PG 13). TAL is part of the School of Forest Resources 

and Conservation Program in Fisheries and Aquatic 

Sciences at the University of Florida (UF/IFAS).  

 

  January 21 -  Dr. Reed Noss -  Provostõs Distin-

guished Research Professor at the University of 

Central Florida and President of the Florida Insti-

tute for Conservation Science. He will talk about  

 Forgotten Grasslands of the South: Ecological 

History and Future. He is currently writing a book 

on the fire ecology of Florida and surroundings 

and a more general book on disturbance ecology . 

 Plant Sale at USF  

October  11 & 12 

Saturday 9- 3, Sunday 9- 3 ? 
        

                   Call Troy Springer (967- 4538) to Volunteer        

                          Please stop by and support our fund raising effort! 

   

 
Save the Date  

 
December 6 - Holiday Party at  
Harriett Wrightõs home 

More details to follow, 
Please let Devon know if you can help. 
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       Letter from the President             

       It's that time of year (no not Halloween)!  
 

Itõs that time of year againé.Election time!  It seems we always have to decide if we want eco-

nomic prosperity or environmental protection.  But why canõt we have both? 

 

Florida is a land of vast natural beauty, luring vacationers for decades, and though we canõt exist in a single 

income world, no one would argue that tourism isnõt important to our economy.  It seems there is a constant 

battle between agriculture and the environment.  We all need to eat, even vegetarians need the land to pro-

vide the food that keeps them going, and cattle and  poultry require land to raise what we  carnivores need. 

 

Nowhere in the world is this more apparent than in the elections going on in Brazil where deforestation 

has been an ongoing problem.  The ranchers and farmers need to clear the rain forests to produce the crops 

and food supply for the growing population, but the world is pressuring the government to sign the United 

Nations agreement seeking to end deforestation.  The current government has not signed the agreement and 

the opponent has seized the opportunity to attempt to win an election.  But itõs not all cut and dry.  The cur-

rent administration has lots of supporters.  President Dilma Roussef has been making progress toward limit-

ing the impact, but is it enough? 

 

In Florida there isnõt the wild west antics of Brazilõs clandestine burning of natural areas, but we have our 

own pressures of a growing population, development and expanding agriculture.  I donõt know anyone who 

lives in a cave so we all need a warm, dry place to live and developers give us that.  We need food on the ta-

ble at a reasonable cost which farmers so aptly supply.  And we want to preserve our natural areas.  Itõs a bal-

ancing act! 

 

Throughout the world, nations are attempting to provide for their people, build their economies and, 

hopefully, protect their natural areas.  But without natural areas, future generations wonõt care how economi-

cally viable we are today.  Costa Rica seems to have figured out that ecological protections can equal econom-

ic prosperity.  Florida needs to keep the future of our state front and center.  Hopefully we will make the 

right choices and our heirs will say, òJob well done!ó 

 

Devon Higginbotham 

Seeking Research Papers and Posters for FNPS 2015 Conference   

 
 

 The Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference will be held in Tallahassee, Florida, May 28-31, 2015.  The Re-

search Track of the Conference will include presented papers and a poster session on Friday May 29 and Saturday 

May 30.  

 

  Researchers are invited to submit abstracts on research related to native plants and plant communities of Florida in-

cluding preservation, conservation, and restoration. Presentations are planned to be 20 minutes in total length (15 min. 

presentation, 5 min. questions). 

 

 Abstracts of not more than 200 words should be submitted as a MS Word file by email to Paul A. 

Schmalzer paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov by February 1, 2015. Include title, affiliation, and address. 

Indicate whether you will be presenting a paper or poster. 
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Places to see Natives:   
 

  

Balm Scrub Preserve, 15299 McGrady Road, Wimauma, FL 33598 
 

  I never tire of seeing the beautiful blossom of the Pine Lily, 

Lilium catesbaei, and I wasn't disappointed on our fieldtrip to 

Balm Scrub in Wimauma. There were several fresh red blos-

soms, and one that was almost a coral color.   

 

  Balm Scrub, 2692 acres of endangered sand pine scrub, pine 

Flatwoods, oak hammocks, creeks, grassy  meadows and fresh-

water marshes, is located at the end of McGrady Road south of 

Balm Road (CR 672).  A lengthy portion of Bullfrog Creek 

flows through the preserve.  Habitat restoration is in progress and will continue for the next several years.   

 

 The SNPS September fieldtrip to the Preserve started out relatively dry, though recent 

heavy rains left depressed areas with standing water. In addition to the Pine Lilies, Pink 

Meadow Beauties, Rhexia virginica,  Slender White Sabatia, Sabatia macrophylla, and 

bright yellow Honeycomb Heads, Balduina spp,  were in bloom on both sides of the path.  

Much of the landscape was pine scrub. We saw lots of low growing Dwarf Oak, Quercus 

minima. These small oaks produced many, large acorns.  

 

  The tall Gallberry,  IIexa glabra, with big black berries, was also plentiful.  

 

 

  One of my favorite wildflowers of this preserve was 

the Fragrant Button Snakeroot, Erygium aromaticum. 

Its spheres of tiny white to blue tinged flowers were a 

favorite of the Green lynx spiders. It seemed there was 

a spider to be found on every other blossom.  

 

  A green lynx spider also inhabited a tall giant 

orchid, Pteroglossaspis ecristata.  

   

 

  Other Fall wildflowers were in bud, but not yet blooming, 

such as purple Paintbrush, Carphephorus spp. 

 

 

  A September trip to Balm Scrub was interesting, but wait 

until late October, or make a spring trip there and I think you 

will be rewarded with even more native wildflowers.  
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