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The

Suncoast
Grapevine
Newsletter of the Suncoast Native Plant Society, Inc.

www.ficus.usf.edu/orgs/suncoast

 

www.suncoastnps.org  

The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 

preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and    na-

tive plant communities of Florida. For more information about the Florida 

Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

 

 Landscaping with Natives 
 

Presented by Troy Springer 
 

  

Wednesday, February 19, 2014 @ 7PM 

Hillsborough County Extension Office 

  
 

     
  Winter is the perfect time to get outside and tidy up a Florida land-

scape while making plans for spring.  Our presenter, Troy Springer, owner of Springer Environmental Services Inc., 

will address key landscape maintenance tasks and their timing, and provide suggestions for helping your home land-

scape reflect the natural beauty and character of the sunshine state.  Springer Environmental specializes in maintain-

ing natural and native gardens, with a focus on removal of invasive species and preserving wildlife habitat.   It has 

tackled many projects in our area. 

 

  Troy has held several positions on the SNPS board and was the Chair for the 2012 FNPS conference. He contributes 

a lot of time and effort twice a year for the SNPS Native Plant Sales at USF.  His own yard is quite a sight to see, es-

pecially in October when all the liatris is blooming!  

             

     Our meetings include light refreshments and a plant auction afterwards.  Please come and hear more about our  up-

coming events.  

 
          -  submitted by Troy Springer 
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          ******   2014 SNPS Board of Directors  ******   
 

Devon Higginbotham -- President 
Troy Springer - co-Vice President 
Janet Bowers - co-Vice President 

Gar Reed -- Treasurer 
Bunny Worth -- Secretary 

Donna Bollenbach  
 

The above board was approved by the membership on January 15, 2014. 

 

  We are still looking for a Plant Sale coordinator, please let someone on the Board know if 

you are interested.  We will also need general volunteers for the USF Spring Plant sale  - 

look for a sign-up sheet at our next meeting.  We need people to set up April 10 and 11 

as well as cashiers, set up, breakdown, outreach people for April 12 and 13.  April 12 will 

begin at daylight when we price, profile and get ready for the crowd of buyers.  Come and 

help! 

Note from the Editor 
 

   I attended a great SNPS fieldtrip with 18 other people at Cypress Creek Preserve.  The weather was good, some plants 

were blooming and even the brown fall blooming plants were interesting to see.  I am making my plans for the camping 

trip at the end of March and also the May FNPS conference in Ft Myers.   

  Also on my list to see is the Native Wildflower Photograph exhibit at Bok Tower taking place Feb 22 to 

April 10. If I time it right, I could combine it with the Wildflower walk to take place on March 14. 
 

                      - Janet Bowers, Grapevine editor 

 

   Thanks for helping with the January meeting to - 
 

 

Fred Mulholland for providing plants for the auction. 
 

Bunny Worth for bringing the refreshments 

 UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  

 

 

 

 

  March - Nanette O’Hara  

     Extreme Yard Makeover

   
 

 

 
 

      April - Donna Bollenbach - Photography  July -joint meeting, SNPS hosting 

      June - Lisa Roberts - Wildflowers   Aug - Juliet Rynear - Conservation Project Update 
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        Letter from the President                    February 2014 

      Get Outside! 

 
For the first time in history, Groundhog Day coincided with the Super Bowl and 

Punxsutawney Phil has, once again, seen his shadow, signaling 6 more weeks of winter.  

Quite honestly, I am surprised he even emerged from his lair with all the conundrum going 

on about the game and, since the game, the Broncos probably want to crawl down Phil’s hole 

with him. 

 

Throughout this winter, the entire US has been in a virtual frozen, lock-down  with  

freezing temperatures and icy conditions for weeks on end.  Some sections of the northern 

US haven’t warmed up to 32 degrees for weeks!   However, in Florida, we are enjoying our 

winter oasis with nary a 32 degree night to be had. 

 

While most Americans are struggling to find dwindling supplies of heating fuels, Floridi-

ans are struggling to decide which shorts and sandals to wear, whether we go to the beach 

or kayaking, and what to grill on the Barbie.   

 

 

 

So, for the benefit of all our northern brethren, it is our duty, our solemn responsibility, 

to get outside and enjoy this incredible weather.  Fling your windows open wide, breathe in 

deep,  move your kitchen table to the  porch,  tell your kids and grandchildren to “go run 

around in the yard” and  take the dog for walks until he begs to go home.  This is our time 

to snub our nose at the rest of the country and say, “Don’t you wish you were here?” 

    

 
Devon Higginbotham 

       

 

  

 Torreya pictures from Mike Fite- 
   Indian Pinks and stone bridge 
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Hernando Chapter Meeting 

 

  The program for the March 3rd meeting of the Hernando Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society will be conducted by Jim 

Dennison. Jim is a fiber artist who works in painting, quilting, sewing, embellishing, felting, printmaking, mixed media collage and 

eco dyeing. He will demonstrate the use of natural fabric dyes made from native plants - from pignut hickory nuts to acorns. A re-

tired police detective and property appraiser. Jim currently conducts dyeing classes and workshops, and enjoys photographing the 

native habitats and plants in the Dade City vicinity. For more about his work check out Jim's blog at  http://

www.dipandstain.blogspot.com . 

 

  We will be meeting at 6:30 PM at Chinsegut Hill,  22495 Chinsegut Hill Road,  Brooksville, FL 34601. For a map, or additional 

information, go to www.HCFNPS.org 

 

  Any questions should be directed to hcfnps@gmail.com  

  -submitted by Mark Hutchinson 

   A BOTTOMLAND FOREST IN MIDWINTER 
 

  Dead River Road was not totally deserted on a weekday morning in mid-January.  An occasional biker or car passed 

by going in or out of the campground.  The morning was cold but the sun was bright and not a cloud could be seen in 

the sky.  The roadsides were filled with young saplings of oaks, sugarberry, and elm, and the groundcover featured Vio-

la sororia, our common blue violet.  Now and then, alongside the shallow roadside ditches, small colonies or individual 

flowers of hairy shadow witch orchids, Ponthieva racemosa, could be seen.  This is one species of our winter- bloom-

ing ground orchids.  At a distance it is easy to spot its white flowers, spread out in a candlelabra-like raceme, 12 to 15” 

in height; tho its basal rosette of green leaves are sometimes hidden under leaf litter.   A tap on one of its mature brown 

seed pods will release a cloud of brown seeds the size of dust particles.   
 

  One of several trails off the main road seemed to be an old section road.  It was sandy and tripled in width because of 

the trampling and rooting of feral hogs.  The only growth within the roadway was the invasive exotic, Urena lobata, 

Caesarweed, ripe fruit ready to hitch a ride on man and beast by way of its hooked spines.  But the sides of the road not 

yet invaded were full of gigantic and very old live oak trees with massive trunks and wide-spreading branches, habitat 

of a myriad of plant life from ground level to tree top.  There were fruiting mosses of emerald green and lichens of all 

descriptions. Overhead branches reaching out over the road were totally covered in aerial gardens of ferns, bromeliads 

and the petioled leaves of green fly orchids.      
 

  Several species of Tillandsias were blooming in purple and reds.  The Polypody family of ferns was well represented 

by the large and deeply lobed leaves of goldfoot fern, Phlebodium aureum, that also use the boots of cabbage palms on 

which to perch; resurrection fern, Pleopeltis polypodioides, lately resurrected  by some rain was  lush and plentiful, and 

the long and feather-like  leaves of Pecluma plumula, the plumed polypody fern, hung from the trees like graceful ser-

pents. Amid all this botanical splendor one very massive and misshapen live oak held a fern of a different family, a dif-

ferent overall shape, a different pattern of spores on its leaf undersides. Some say the eared or auricled spleenwort, As-

plenium erosum, is rare; Wunderlin & Hansen list it as occasional and it is state endangered.  It is a medium-sized epi-

phytic fern of the Spleenwort Family, its leaves lance-shaped with the apex gradually tapering and the base truncate.    
 

  Winter in central Florida is never far away from spring..  In mid-winter Carolina Jessamine 

scents the woods and Walter’s viburnum begins to bloom.  Even in mid-winter there is 

beauty and interesting things to see and old roads to explore. 
                  -Submitted by Carmel vanHoek 

 

           

 

 

  

     Ponthieva racemosa  
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2014 Field Trip schedule  

Saturday April 19th – Little Manatee River SP -- The north side of the river has some of the best plants including a 

nice scrub.   There is a rare fern (Thelypteris serrata) along the river. On the north side of the river, there is Sabal 

etonia and Rhynchospora megaplumosa. We might see pigmy fringe trees in flower if they are in the area.   

 

Sunday May 11th  –Alafia River –Knight Parcel -- Adjacent to Alderman’s Ford County Park.  An interesting site 

with nice trails through xeric hammocks with bridge crossing over the north prong of the Alafia  River. The trial leads 

to relic phosphate mine site with interesting topography and plants.  Timed to see Sacoila lanceolata var. lanceolata 

in bloom. Might see white flowered form of  Passiflora incarnata in bloom too. 

 

May 15th – 18th FNPS conference - check out FNPS.org for Conference info, proposed field trips are already 

there. 
 

Sunday June 22st - Fish Hawk Preserve –- Some trail time and some off-trail time to walk through habitats just 

south of the Alafia including sand hill, scrub, flatwoods and riparian forest of Fish Hawk Creek and the Alafia River. 

Maybe find Carolina coralbead in flower?   
 

Saturday July 19th -  For buying trip -- possibly Pine Lily nursery.  The nursery is pleasant and has good variety.  

They are near Ona -- if timed to coincide with blooming butterfly orchids, finishing at Solomon's Castle is worthwhile 

-- they have a small restaurant that is unique and reasonably good, and there are many butterfly orchids in the live 

oaks.  Confirmation of location is coming soon. 
 

Saturday August 23rd   – TBA – Possible night hike?   
 

Saturday Sept. 20th  – Balm Scrub Preserve, Balm - Scrub and flatwoods and scrubby flatwoods, great place to see 

fall wild flowers. 
 

Saturday October 18th  – Ridge Manor Cypress Lakes -- A Hernando County environmental lands site -- Mark 

Hutchinson led a 2012 conference field trip there and will be our guide.  
 

Sunday November 9th – Rhodine Scrub Preserve , Riverview – The scrub here is a little fire suppressed but it is hab-

itat for the endemic Florida golden aster (thousands of them) which should be in flower. Earlier in November is usual-

 

February 22 - Saturday - Fieldtrip at Serenova Tract of the Starkey Wilderness Area    
    

   TIME:  9 AM 

   ADDRESS: 14900 SR 52, Land O' Lakes, Fl 

  

  The entrance is in central Pasco County off SR 52 just west of Suncoast Parkway across from Hayes Road and on 

the south side of road. 

  
  We will meet at the entrance and walk into the site.  Expect a 2-3 mile walk.   The area that we will visit has a mix-

ture of sandhill and flatwoods with wetlands embedded in it.  We will be looking for early spring wildflowers.   

  Please wear comfortable walking shoes and be sure to bring water.   

 

   Field trip co-chair - Shirley Denton   986-6485 

March 28th- 30th Torreya SP - 3 night camping trip - Flame azalea, trilliums, Apalachicola rosemary, trout lily, 

mountain laurel and Carolina lily are among the plants in the park.  Pitcher plants and grassy orchids can be found 

nearby.  We will be seeing a lot of plants that you can’t see in Hillsborough County.  Let Devon know if you are 

interested in staying in the Yurt! 
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    Dates to remember    
Feb 11 7:00  Bruton Library - A Land Remembered program  

     ALandRemembered.com/plant_city 

   March 4 Native plant talk by a master gardener at the Riverview library 

    March 8 Munn Park, Lakeland Spring Obsession 
   April 12-13 USF Spring Plant sale 

    May 15-18  FNPS Conference- Florida Gulf Coast  University, Fort Myers  

From August 2004 Grapevine 
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Places to see Natives  
  

The Opening of Lower Green Swamp Preserve 
 

Hikers, equestrians, bird-watchers, and nature lovers were invited to help celebrate the opening 
of Hillsborough County’s Lower Green Swamp Preserve and its newest hiking and equestrian trail. 
The event took place Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2014 at 10 a.m.  The Lower Green Swamp Preserve (formerly 
known as Cone Ranch) is located at 3536 E. Knights Griffin Road in Plant City.   

There are three joint-use loop trails available for hiking and equestrian use (Central, East & 
West); and one loop trail for hiking (North- 2.2 miles).  

 
About Lower Green Swamp Preserve 

 

      Acquired in 2010, this property in northeastern Hillsborough County spans 12,800 acres of flora 
and fauna.  Its tributaries connect to central Florida’s Green Swamp, and the preserve is currently 
managed as an active cattle ranch and pine plantation. It is the largest preserve in the Jan K. Platt En-
vironment Lands Acquisition and Protection Program (ELAPP). The public currently has access to 
nearly 400 acres of this serene and environmentally-sensitive treasure.  

For more information on Lower Green Swamp Preserve visit www.hillsboroughcounty.org/parks. 
     

- From the Hillsborough County website  

 
 

Cypress Creek Preserve Fieldtrip Pictures 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 Check pertinent category: 

 

 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 

 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 

 Library subscription  $15        Business or 

 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 

 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 

 Life $1,000    Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

End of a muddy trail Shiny lyonia 
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

March 1 2014 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above. Text should be in MS Word; 
graphics should be in a standard 
graphic format (.jpg, .bmp, .gif). 
Previously published artwork should 

be accompanied by a letter of 
permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email- 

jbowers27@yahoo.com 

Meeting Location 
 

The Suncoast Native Plant Society, 
Inc. meets the third Wednesday of 
the month @ 7pm @ the 
Hillsborough County Extension 
Service office in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
 

  

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east 
of I-75). Go south for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road and County Road 579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
       Shirley Denton         986-6485 
       Steve Dickman         326-0221 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin              977-6484  
George Kish                   920-0853 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair                   989-2896 

Membership 
       Debbie Butts          754-7374 
Newsletter Editor 
      Janet Bowers        759-2822 
      Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  

    Troy Springer        967-4538 
Janet Bowers               759-2822 

Publicity/social media 
      Donna Bollenbach         679-5597      
Outreach 
      TBD   
USF Plant Sales - need volunteer 

Troy Springer         967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                      974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Webmaster 
      Ron Huston          951-0946 

2013   Board of Directors 
President 
 Devon Higginbotham 
 archiveproperties@gmail.com
  
Co- Vice-presidents 
 Troy Springer 
        troy@springerenvironmental.com 
  
 Janet Bowers 
 jbowers27@yahoo.com 
  
Secretary 
 Bunny Worth 

         msworth@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 
Board Member 
 Donna Bollenbach 
            donna.bollenbach@gmail.com 

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org
mailto:archiveproperties@gmail.com

