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 Steamy Waters: The Amazing World of Fish Sex (rated PG 13)      
Presented by Craig A. Watson,  

Director of the Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory (TAL)   
Wednesday, November 19, 2014,  7 PM 

   

  The Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory (TAL), located in Ruskin, is part of the School of 

Forest Resources and Conservation Program in Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences at the Uni-

versity of Florida (UF/IFAS). Craig will discuss current research being conducted at the 

TAL, including ornamental aquaculture production and management, aquatic animal health, ornamental fish reproduc-

tion, and nonindigenous aquatic species ecology and management.  

  Craig joined the University of Florida as a multi-county aquaculture extension agent in April of 1988. In 1997, he was 

appointed director and research coordinator for the newly established Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory. As director, he 

is responsible for assuring the programs and staff are providing fundamental support to Floridaôs farms as mandated by 

the Land Grant mission. Through his research and working one-on-one with Florida producers, Craig has developed ex-

pertise in a wide range of issues surrounding the commercial success of ornamental aquaculture, including reproduction 

strategies, hatchery and system design, chemical and drug usage, and environmental practices.  His lifeôs work has taken 

him to every continent except Antarctica, focusing on issues surrounding aquaculture and capture fisheries involved in 

the aquarium industry.  

  A native of Miami, Craig began his career in 1974 at a tropical fish farm. He paid his way through his undergraduate 

studies at Florida State University by working at a tropical fish store and a wholesale tropical fish cooperative. After 

earning his B.S. in Biology from FSU in 1981, he spent three years as a Peace Corps volunteer in Tunisia, where he as-

sisted in a marine hatchery producing sea bass, sea bream, sole, and shrimp.  Following the Peace Corps he did his grad-

uate work at Auburn University and earned a Master of Aquaculture degree in 1988. 

  Craig also serves on several boards, including the Florida Aquaculture Association, the National Aquaculture Associa-

tion, and the Florida Aquarium.  A father of two, Craig enjoys outdoor activities, especially camping, fishing, and boat-

ing. 

  Our meetings include light refreshments and a native plant auction after the speaker.  Please come and join us. 
 

                                     -  submitted by Donna Bollenbach  



  0ÁÇÅ ς    4ÈÅ 3ÕÎÃÏÁÓÔ 'ÒÁÐÅÖÉÎÅ - .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ςπρτ 

 

 

              
 

 

 

                         

      Note from the Editor 
 

   Donna Bollenbach and I spent some time this month working on the FNPS Council of Chapters- Landscaping 101 ini-

tiative.  The project includes a new Natives 101 brochure and other materials to help chapters hold education classes.  

The SNPS area is the guinea pig for this, we hope to have a well researched brochure mocked up before the Nov 15 

FNPS meeting at the Disney Wilderness Preserve. 

  The more I know about natives, the more I can recognize them along the roads.  The Andropogon grasses with their 

plumes, love grasses and goldenrods are common where I live.  My muhley grass is lovely and the pityopsis 

is starting to bloom.  Not as spectacular as Kissimmee Prairie, but itôs easy to take a stroll around the yard 

whenever I  want to.             

  -  Janet Bowers , Grapevine editor  

    
Thanks for helping with the October meeting  - 

 

         Fred Mulholland, Cliff Brown & Bunny Worth  
                                           for providing plants for the auction  
                  Troy Springer for getting Walter Taylor to come and for hosting him  

             Donna McCarty for bringing the refreshments!  

 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS-  
   

    January 21 -  Dr. Reed Noss -  Provostõs Distinguished Research Professor at the 

University of Central Florida and President of the Florida Institute for Conservation 

Science. He will talk about  Forgotten Grasslands of the South: Ecological History and 

Future. He is currently writing a book on the fire ecology of Florida and surroundings 

and a more general book on disturbance ecology.  

 

2014 USF Fall Plant Sale Results/Looking for a New Plant Sale Coordinator  
 

  The Fall plant sale was a great success and rounded out our 2014 fundraising.  In addition to providing our custom-
ers with great plants and important information and supporting the USF botanical garden, we had a net profit of 
$1,631.76.  Thanks to Troyõs tireless work at gathering plants, we had an amazing plant selection to offer with a few 
new species.  We completed a lot of the labelling and pricing on Friday and finished up Saturday before the crowds 
arrived. We had a good number of volunteers to handle the customers, the checkout line was kept moving and Devon 

did a great job of spreading the word and getting 7 new members.  We also sold a 
lot of books, Sunday was much quieter as usual.  
  Thanks to everyone who helped, it takes a village to put on a plant sale of this size 
and quality! 
 
  Troy Springer has spent many years leading the USF plant sales and is ready 
to handoff the lead to someone else.  He will continue to get the plants but we 
need someone to organize the event from making sure we are registered to 
ordering supplies to leading the volunteers for Saturday and Sunday.  The on-
ly way that volunteer organizations can be sustainable is for everyone to take 
a turn at different jobs.  Plant sale coordination will include a team of people 
so donõt be afraid that you will be on your own, we have several experienced 

members who will continue to support the sale.   Please help us with our main fundraiser.  
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       Letter from the President             

       Thank You  
 

 Two years ago, you elected me to be your President.  I was a very unlikely candidate.  My degree is in 

Business, not Botany.  I dreaded to speak to more than two people at a time, though if I got you alone I 

could talk your ear off.  I knew nothing about Florida native plants and less about running a society, but I 

took the challenge because you believed in me.   

 

Next month will be the end of my term as your President and I want to thank you for all you have done 

for me.  Today I feel fairly confident about speaking to a group and thought I still have a lot to learn about 

native plants, I think I have settle the debate of Smilax vs. Sumac, though I still have trouble discerning a 

Chrysopsis from a Coreopsis.   

 

This month you will elect a new President and board and I know you will 

show them the same dedication you have shared with me.  Please help them 

by being involved and offering support.  Take the time to volunteer for a 

project even if you donõt feel qualified.  Sign up on the next volunteer sheet.  

By reaching outside our comfort zone, we all become better people.  The 

society benefits, you benefit and we spread 

the work about Florida native plants. 

 

I am excited about the future and look 

forward to helping our new President just 

as you helped me for the past two years. 

 

 

 

Devon Higginbotham 

 

Annual SNPS BOD Election at our November Meeting  
 

      The proposed Slate for the 2015 BOD is- 

 

President   Janet Bowers 

Vice President   Donna Bollenbach 

             Treasurer  Gar Reed    

  Secretary   Bunny Worth 

           Directors at large   Troy Springer 

   Devon Higginbotham 
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