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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 

preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and    na-

tive plant communities of Florida. For more information about the Florida 

Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org 

 

 
What is a Plant Community? 

Presented by Shirley Denton 

 
Wednesday, June 19, 2013 @ 7PM 

Hillsborough County Extension Service 

  

   
  Shirley Denton, PhD is a plant ecologist who has been working 

with Florida ecosystems and wetlands since 1986. She has two 

complementary loves, rare and beautiful native plants and native 

plant photography. Her program will combine both her professional knowledge and her loves of Florida nature and pho-

tography. Dr. Denton works professionally as an environmental consultant, and in this position, she has opportunities for 

evaluating Florida ecosystems, conducts assessments, analyzes data on the major environmental factors that ultimately 

control the types of ecosystems that develop and their condition.  Shirley is a long time FNPS member, previous state 

and chapter president, website guru and current SNPS field trip co-chair.  Well known amongst FNPS members, Shirley 

is sought after as a speaker and a field trip lead.   

 

   Shirley Denton will talk about the basics of what a plant community is and how it relates to other terms such as natural 

community and ecosystem. She will explain the concept of a plant community, provide some examples and help us un-

derstand why plants are important in all of this.         

  
         - Submitted by Shirley Denton & Janet Bowers 
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Note from the Editor 
 

   The FNPS conference was great! I went to the journaling workshop Thursday to rediscover my inner artist.  The so-

cials were fun, especially the shrimp boil at the beach.  Roger Hammer was an excellent keynote speaker- funny and en-

tertaining.  I  managed to escape the plant sale with only 2 plants but couldn’t pass the book tables without picking up 

several.  I also bought a couple copies of the Wildlife Corridor DVD.  I planned my Sunday fieldtrip to be near my 

daughter’s house so I could invite her and then pick up my dog before I went home.  I realized when I went to her house 

that she has many of the great plants on the hike.  She has a sandy, pine, turkey oak yard with pinewoods 

milkweed, Fla. scrub roseling and lots of gopher apple!  This revelation showed me how much I have learned 

about natives in the past 4 years.  The first time I saw her yard years ago, I didn’t know half of the plants that 

I can recognize now.   

- Janet Bowers, Grapevine editor 

 

FNPS 2013 Conference 
 

    SNPS had 9 members attend the conference this year.  The Hernando  chapter beat   
   us with 11 but we all had a great time.   
 
    Troy accepted the Green Palmetto award for SNPS.  
 
    After Roger Hammer finished his entertaining highlights of 

Florida’s history and his life story including winning the 
Marjorie Stoneman Douglas award and his visit with her, he 
showed an excellent slide show about endemic plants.  The 
plants included Dicerandra species and Liatris species.  He 
mentioned some ‘nearly endemic’ plants also, plants that are 
almost restricted to Florida.  These included Encyclia tampen-
sis and Dendrophylax lindenii (ghost orchid).  Roger has writ-
ten some excellent guide books for Southern Florida plants. 

 
  Roger Hammer concluded with some 
thoughts about getting children excited 
about native places and plants.  He used to work with kids at a 
summer camp and they continue to thank him for their experience 
with nature. 

  

— Submitted by Janet Bowers 

 

 

Troy and the green 
palmetto award 

Shirley Denton with her palmetto basket 
hat and Devon Higginbotham 

Saturday social at the beach 

Roger Hammer—keynote speaker  
telling his Ponce de Leon story 
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                    Letter from the President                                         June 2013 

 

  Another conference has come and gone but 2013 gets an A plus.  I arrived Thursday night just in 
time for a wonderful dinner at the UNF Herbert University Center which happens to be right next 
door to the largest mall I have ever seen.  Name any store or restaurant and it was there. 
Friday morning’s first session was with Philip Juras, artist extraordinaire, who followed Bartram’s 
path and painted landscapes of what Bartram saw, even if he had to recreate it minus the develop-
ment.  His artistry was breath taking and his quest for perfection was incredible. 
 
  Next stop was Jaret Daniels, inspiring as always, with his studies on pollinators and their impact on 
our food supplies. 
 
  Paul Rebmann finished up Friday with a waltz through the history of Florida’s Botanical Explorers.  
I lost count at 14 guys, mostly with beards! 
 
  Friday’s social was on the Lady St Johns River boat and arrival time was critical.  Janet and I got lost 
but still made it before they shoved off.  The St Johns River is incredibly wide in Jacksonville and we 
followed it south for several miles before returning the way we came, just in time to catch the setting 
sun. 
 
  Up and at ’em bright and early next morning, Roger Hammer was keynote speaker followed by 
Craig Huegel and his quest for chewed plants, those that bugs love to eat.  Next was the homeown-
er’s workshop on landscape design.  I had to see what they were telling the uninitiated.  The first half 
was on design and the second half was on native plants, presented by Jake Ingram, who confessed to 
being a native plant convert after reading Tallamy’s book. 
 
  Saturday afternoon ended with Tom Hoctor’s Florida Wildlife Corridors, a mad dash to change for 
dinner, got lost again but made it in time for a lovely walk on the beach before oysters and shrimp 
with excellent a cappella singers.  Lost again trying to get out of the park! 
 
  Sunday morning was the field trip to Mike Roess Gold Head Branch State Park.  I picked it because 
it was on the way home but the CCC era park was lovely.  Kevin, the Superintendent, “got it” when 
it came to habitat restoration and was using fire as his best friend. 
 
  By the time I got home I was totally exhausted but inspired.  Can’t wait for 2014 in Ft Myers!   

   
 

Devon Higginbotham 
 

Thanks for helping with the May meeting to - 
 

Barbara Fite for bringing the refreshments. 
Fred Mulholland, Reed (?), Cliff Brown & Steve Dickman for providing plants for the auction. 

 

There were some great bargains on the 40+ plants for sale!  
Cliff brought a blooming Oakleaf Hydrangea that sold for $20! 
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Read any good books lately? 

   
Philip Juras gave a wonderful talk at the conference about his work researching what specific areas of the 

Southeast U.S. actually looked like during Bartram’s time and then doing paintings of those scenes. Using Bartram’s 

books and other historical sources, Philip painted pictures of native plant areas that we have lost forever.  Part science 

and part art, his story of piecing together information to create the paintings fascinated me.  During his talks, he de-

scribed and showed the steps involved in planning and executing the paintings.  I remember him talking about the tiny 

pieces of prairie that are left to visit today but in his mind he could see it as it used to be and then produced a picture to 

share with everyone.  I was inspired by his persistence and the lovely results of his project. 

 

His book - The Southern Frontier Landscapes Inspired by Bartram’s Trail contains several essays about the work, 

including one by Janisse Ray, one of my favorite authors.  It is a pleasant escape from the destruction done in the name 

of progress.  The work is divided into 4 sections by landscape type-Uplands, Grassy Coastal Plain, Wetlands and 

Coastal areas with several paintings in each one.  One of my favorite pictures is White-topped Pitcher Plants, Splinter 

Hill Bog Preserve, Alabama.  I highly recommend that you take a look through this book and the companion book—

Bartram’s Living Legacy The Travels and the Nature of the South which also contains his artwork. 

  
                              -submitted by Janet Bowers 

 

 

 

Hernando Chapter Meeting 
 

  The July meeting is reserved for the traditional 'Garden Party', an HCFNPS tradition. This annual event gives our membership the 

opportunity to show-off the work they have done with native plants in their yards, while exercising their sense of fashion by sport-

ing their favorite garden hat. So take some pictures of native plants in your yard, even better - make a slide show. If you do, please 

limit the presentation time to three to seven minutes, Power Point, PDF or just a collection of pictures on a CD or thumb drive will 

work fine. Whether or not you bring a presentation to share, make a fashion statement with you favorite garden headgear! Not only 

is this a lot of fun, you might also pick up on some great ideas for you own yard. 

 

  Our regular monthly meetings are held at 7:00 PM, on the first Monday of the month at the Hernando County Mining Association 

Enrichment Center, 800 John Gary Grubs Blvd., Brooksville, FL 34601. Come as early as 6:30 for a bite to eat and a bit of socializ-

ing.                                      -submitted by Mark Hutchinson 

Dates to remember   (Note- July 10 is joint meeting) 
 

June 8-9 Butterfly, Herb and Native Plant Fair at USF 

June 18 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Florida Native Plant Society Meeting Heartland Chapter (Circle B Bar Workshop) 

 Tom Palmer will be the speaker of the evening.  

 His presentation topic will be about James McFarlin, a Polk County botanist from 1901-1969. 

July 10  Joint meeting with Sierra Club, Audubon and SNPS—Nature’s Classroom,  

        13100 Verges Rd, Thonotosassa   

  4:00 optional tour 

  5:30 social time 

  6-7 potluck dinner—Bring a covered dish 

  7-8:30  Vanishing Springs program with Craig Pittman 

  

 

Other news  
 

  SNPS got some new Butterfly/milkweed brochures from Jaret Daniels, we will be handing them out at out-

reach events 

 Suncoast is on Facebook—like  us!  Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society   

 Don’t forget to check out the FNPS blog—available even without facebook on FNPS.org 

 Other interesting internet topics– ‘the back 10 feet’ and the ‘pollinator pathway (Seattle)’ 
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Fieldtrips  
 

 
 

    

July 20   Cypress Creek Preserve. There are several good options available to us at this preserve located in North Tampa. 

We will choose the specific location depending on weather and site condition. Both options are shady 
 

Aug 24  Upper Tampa Bay Park with a potential extension to an adjacent Hillsborough County Preserve. We will walk a 

trail that leads through coastal hammock out to a boardwalk through salt marsh. Expect a 2.5 mile walk. Restrooms and 

picnic area available. 
  

Sept 21 Bell Creek Preserve. We will be looking for blooming pine lilies. We will also keep our eyes open for early fall 

bloomers. Florida golden aster is found at this site and there is the potential that a few may be in bloom (primary bloom 

time is October). 
      
Oct 19  Lake Dan. There are excellent xeric uplands on this site as well as Lake Dan. This is a new addition to the Hills-

borough County preserve system. 
 

Nov 2-3  Overnight Camping Kissimmee Prairie State Park Camping. Reservations required. This week-

end was chosen both for anticipated fall wildflowers and for dark skies. The park is noted for being a 

wonderful place for stars, and we are planning to be there at the new moon. The park features a broad 

expanse of dry prairie. Please contact Shirley Denton and let her know if  you are interested. 

 

Nov 16   Green Swamp— Fall wildflowers should be at their best. We will plan the specific location 

based on where recent burns have been conducted.  This trip is a week earlier than usual to avoid Thanksgiving 

week. 

June 22 -  Colt Creek State Park Fieldtrip 

 
   Address:   16000 State Rd 471 

   Lakeland, Florida 33809 

   Entry fee ($4.00/car—honor system, bring correct change)                                   

 

       Time: We’ll be meeting at 9:00 AM at the end of the paved road 

               Shirley Denton is the trip leader  (625-5031) 

 
Our field trip to Colt Creek will offer several experiences. We will start with a visit to a mature live oak – cabbage palm 

hammock. This is an easy, short, shady walk suited to a hot summer morning. After this walk, we’ll have an option for a 

longer walk (about 2 miles) along one of the park trails. That walk is a loop, most is shaded, though there is a section 

along a lake edge that is a paved recreation trail and sunny.  

 

We may be joined by people from the Lake Beautyberry Chapter.   

  

Directions (from Tampa Area) 

Beginning at Fowler and US 301. Take US 301 North. After entering Pasco County, right (east) on Chancey Rd (stop 

light). Continue approx. 5 mi to CR 54 (stop light). Right (east) on CR 54. Go to end (approx. 4.5). Turn right (south) on 

US 98. In about 1.5 mi, turn left onto SR 471. Colt Creek Park will be on your right in approx. 3.8 mi. Within the park, 

take the paved road to the end (restrooms available). There should be places to enjoy a bag lunch after our walk. 
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Workday at Mann-Wagnon Park          
 

 

  Mann-Wagnon Park was the site of an invasive species plant removal project at the beginning of May. The 

Tampa Bay Group of the Florida Sierra Club received a modest grant from nonprofit Community Stepping 

Stones to organize the task. Mr. Jeff Vinik of the Tampa Bay Lightning Foundation provided the original do-

nation to the park. 

Gail Parson, Sierra Club’s Vice Chair/Outing Chair coordinated this effort with an extensive public mailing. 

Gail provided a trailer full of her landscape tools which the group used to ‘weed’ the property.  At the pro-

ject’s conclusion, volunteers had filled a massive dumpster with invasive species, many of which were re-

moved from the park’s Hillsborough River frontage. A possible future project at the park may attempt to elim-

inate the camphor and lead trees.  

 

  SNPS members who participated in last month’s work day were Steve Dickman, Bev Griffiths and Mike 

Fite. 

 

  The Mann-Wagnon Memorial Park, located at 1101 River Cove in historic Sulphur Springs, contains an in-

teresting collection of wood frame buildings which were probably built in the 1920s during the area’s tourist 

hey day. Three non-profits groups are currently located here: the Sulphur Springs Museum, Community Step-

ping Stones and Moses House. There are educational programs at the park in which neighborhood young peo-

ple are offered the opportunity to learn creative graphic arts. The goal is to provide on the job training so that 

later the youths can find employment in this field.  

 

  Volunteers from the area always appreciated here; whether it’s working with the kids or doing landscape or 

maintenance work on the grounds.  The quaint public park has several picnic tables with convenient free park-

ing. 

 

  Mann-Wagnon Park is truly a rewarding botanical experience. 

 

-submitted by Mike Fite 
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Plant Profile 

Common name: Rain lily, zephyr lily, atamasco lily 

Botanical name: Three native species in Florida: 

Zephyranthes atamasca, Z. atamasca 

var. treatiae, Z. simpsonii 

Family: Amaryllidaceae 

Plant habit: Perennial herb 

Size: Flowering stalk app. 6-10 inches 

Leaves: Grasslike, app. double the length of the 

flowering stalk 

Flower: Six-parted, white, sometimes pink tinged 

flower, solitary and terminal on each stalk. 

Fruit: A 3-lobed capsule 

Flowering time: Spring to early summer 

Distinguishing features: The three native species 

differ in the lengths of style and stigma, the amount of spread of the sepals and the width of the leaves 

Habitat: Moist flatwoods, floodplain forests and roadsides 

Distribution: Z. atamasca: W,N,C; Z. atamasca var. treatiae: N,C; Z. simpsonii: C,S 

Hardiness zones: Hardy in naturally occurring areas  

Light: Full sun to light shade.     Water: Dry to moist. Drought tolerant once established 

Propagation: By seed, bulb division    Availability: Some native plant nurseries 

Comments: Listed as threatened in this state  Landscape use: Borders, massed, potted, accent 

References: 

Osorio, Rufino, 2001, A Gardner’s Guide to Florida Native Plants:University Press of Florida, Gainesville 

FL, pp. 133 

Small, John Kunkel, 1933, Manual of the Southeastern Flora: Hafner Publishing Company, New York, NY, 

pp.1027-1028. 

Taylor, Walter Kingsley, 1998, Florida Wildflowers In Their Natural Communities: University Press of Flor-

ida, Gainesville, FL pp.247. 

Wunderlin, R.P. and Hansen, B.F., 2002, Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://plantatlas.usf.edu/) [S.M. 

Landry and K.N .Campbell (application development), Florida Center for Community Design and Research] 

Institute for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida, Tampa. 
Information compiled by Carmel vanHoek, from  March 2003 Grapevine 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 

wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 

you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 

subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 

the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 Check pertinent category: 

 

 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 

 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 

 Library subscription  $15        Business or 

 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 

 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 

 Life $1,000    Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 

FNPS 

P.O. Box 278 

Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158   

    
 

 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

July 1 2013 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Janet Bowers, by the deadline 
above. Text should be in MS Word; 
graphics should be in a standard 
graphic format (.jpg, .bmp, .gif). 
Previously published artwork should 

be accompanied by a letter of 
permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email- 

jbowers27@yahoo.com 

Meeting Location 
 

The Suncoast Native Plant Society, 
Inc. meets the third Wednesday of 
the month @ 7pm @ the 
Hillsborough County Extension 
Service office in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
 

  

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east 
of I-75). Go south for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road and County Road 579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
       Shirley Denton         986-6485 
       Steve Dickman         326-0221 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin              977-6484  
George Kish                   920-0853 

Librarian 
Vikki Sinclair                   989-2896 

Membership 
       Debbie Butts  
Newsletter Editor 
      Janet Bowers        759-2822 
      Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
      Cliff Brown          810-3211 
Publicity/social media 
      Jabari Lee            
Outreach 
      TBD   
USF Plant Sales 

Troy Springer         967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                      974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Devon Higginbotham       478-1183   
Webmaster 
      Ron Huston          951-0946 
 

Board of Directors 
President 
 Devon Higginbotham 
 archiveproperties@gmail.com
  
Vice-president 
 Cliff Brown 
 Cliffbr@Tampabay.rr.com 
  
Secretary 
 Janet Bowers 
  jbowers27@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer 
 Gar Reed 
 gar0426@yahoo.com 

 
Board Members 
 Debbie Butts 
  debbutts1@verizon.net 
 
 Daphne Lambright  
 daphne.lambright@verizon.net  

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org
mailto:archiveproperties@gmail.com
mailto:jbowers27@yahoo.com
mailto:daphne.lambright@verizon.net

