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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and    
native plant communities of Florida. For more information about the 
Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org  

Crystal Springs Preserve 
Presented by Karen Pate, Director 
Wednesday, February 15 @ 7pm 

Hillsborough County Extension Service 
 

 
Crystal Springs Preserve is a privately owned natural spring just north of Plant City in the 
town of Crystal Springs.  Once a playground and swimming hole for locals and tourists 
alike, the spring is now restored to its pristine, natural state, thanks in large part to the  
efforts of Karen Pate, the director of the Preserve. 
 
This 525-acre sanctuary is devoted to environmental education and the preservation of  
Florida's natural environment. Crystal Springs Preserve features a wealth of wilderness  
experiences for visitors. Featured within the preserve is Crystal Springs, a Magnitude 2 
Spring System, which discharges 40 million gallons of water per day.  
 
The focus of the Preserve is education.  By immersing students today in enriching  
experiences which will enable them to make environmentally conscious decisions as they 
grow, they will become the stewards of tomorrow. 
 
Upcoming during the conference: On May 19th, you will have an extraordinary opportunity 
to visit Crystal Springs Preserve as a guest at the Saturday evening social during the       
conference.   You can wander the grounds, see the beautiful spring for yourself, take a walk 
on the boardwalk along the river, then, join your friends for a catered dinner under the stars 
in the new pavilion.  It will be a night you won’t soon forget! 

- Submitted by Devon Higginbotham 
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From the FNPS Blog Site: 
Crystal Springs Preserve 

 

Our FNPS 2012 Conference "Saving the Heart of Florida" is well 
into its development phase. We have several exiting venues for 
our social events, but one of them, Crystal Springs, is special to 
me because of its beauty and history. We will have exclusive 
access to this site for our Saturday night social event. 
 
Most people think of the Hillsborough River as a black water 
stream, one dark and tea colored due to tannins in the water. 
We say it begins in the Green Swamps. It does, as seepage and 
as an overflow from the Withlacoochee River. As such, it is  
usually a narrow creek that swells to substantial size only  
during periods of very high rainfall.  But the upper river is also 
a spring-run stream. Crystal Spring, a second magnitude spring, 
provides most of the typical daily flow for the Upper  
Hillsborough River.  
 
Crystal Spring has a long local history. Once, it existed only as a 
series of seepage springs, and local kids had a swimming hole 
on the river downstream, but not at the springs. The spring as it 
exists today was created in the early 1900s by blasting out the 
area of seeps to form a single pool. This was not unusual; the 
pools some of our better known springs, such as Juniper Spring in Ocala National Forest, also were also  
created this way. The spring then spent a long history of local use as a swimming hole and private  
recreation park. As you can imagine, while the spring had crystal blue water, the edges were highly  
disturbed! 
 
As the owner told me, they got tired of "picking up used diapers" and otherwise cleaning up after  
swimmers. So the owners took on restoration of the spring and converting the former recreation area into 
an education center. They hired an environmentally oriented manager, Karen Pate, and set off to clean up 
the weeds and plant the area around the spring back to Florida native plants. They also refurbished the 
boardwalk that crosses the outfall into the Hillsborough River. 

 
When I last saw the spring, it was a stellar example of 
restoration and of landscaping with Florida natives. 
People will get to stroll by the clear (135 ft wide) pool 
that has multiple spring vents and scattered sand 
boils. The bottom of the spring pool is limestone and 
sand that reflect turquoise light and support aquatic 
grasses. There are scattered cypresses with exposed 
knees. Once could stand on the boardwalk and watch 
the clear water of the spring merge with the tannic  
water of the upper river. The owner has dedicated a 
conservation area, the Crystal Springs Preserve, 
around this spring.  

-photos and text by Shirley Denton 
 
 

Visit http://www.crystalspringspreserve.com/  to learn more about the preserve, or use the interactive calendar to book an 
excursion of your own: they offer birthday parties as well as adult educational opportunities! - Ed. 
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Seeking VOLUNTEERS 
 

We will have a booth at the 2012 Hillsborough County Neighborhoods Conference. Ms. Devon  
Higginbotham has already offered to volunteer, but we would really like to send her with some  
company. The conference will be held on Saturday, March 24 from 8am—2:30pm, and a series of  
workshops and other information will be available for those who attend. If you are interested in helping 
our chapter perform some outreach on that day, please email Devon at archiveproperties@gmail.com . 
For more information on the conference, log on to http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/onr/

Suncoast Native Plant Society  
Balance Sheet Comparison of Fiscal Year 2011 and 2010 

 
 
 
 
 

- prepared and submitted by Daphne Lambright 
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Upcoming Events & Announcements 
 

There is no field trip scheduled for the month of February. The March field trip will be on Sunday, 
March 25, an ELAPP Trip to Violet Cury.  

 

We need volunteers for the state conference and also the spring plant sale at USF. Please register to  
volunteer for the plant sale at an upcoming meeting; and register to help with the conference by       
contacting Troy Springer at troy@springerenvironmental.com .  

 

We will be selling raffle tickets at our monthly meeting through April, for a chance to win 2 free tickets 
for 2 days of the upcoming May FNPS conference and one evening social (your choice).  Tickets will sell 
for $5 each or 5 for $20.  Each of the winning tickets is worth more than $200 in conference registration 
fees. The winning drawing will be held at our April meeting. 

January 2012 Field Trip to the Cypress Creek Preserve 
 

In all, fourteen of our club members joined our January field trip 
to ELAPP’s Cypress Creek Preserve. We started at the preserve’s 
access gate located behind Freedom High School. The trip was 
made extra special with the help of Carmel VanHoek who joined 
field trip leader, Joel Jackson, the week before and made a list of 
the many of the native plants found in the field trip area.  
 

Normally, January is not the best time to look for native plants, 
but armed with Carmel’s list and the help of three additional 
plant experts (Shirley Denton, Bob Upcavage & Allen Burnett) the 
preserve was found to be loaded with a rich variety of diverse 
plant life in habitats ranging from Pine flatwoods to two  
different wetlands (open & forested) and everything in between. 
The trip was outstandingly educational and enjoyable! 
 

- photos and submission by Joel Jackson 
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Plant Profile 
Common name: Yellow necklacepod 
Botanical name: Sophora tomentosa L. var. truncata Torr. & A.Gray 
Synonyms: None 
Family: Fabaceae (Pea) 
Zone: 8B – 11 
Plant Habit: Erect, sprawling, evergreen shrub 
Habitat: Coastal strands and hammocks 
Size: 4 to 15 ft (h) x 4 to 8 ft (w) 
Leaves: Alternate, compound to 12 inches long, leaflets are oval, 2-in. long;  
mature leaflets are light to dark green and shiny; young leaflets are gray-green and 

pubescent 
Bloom: Pea-like yellow flowers in long, terminal racemes 
Flowering time: All year 
Fruit: Elongated, brown bean pod, sharply constricted between seeds; resembling a necklace 
Distribution: Central and southern peninsula 
Growing conditions: Well-drained, slightly-alkaline, sandy soils 
Water: Dry to moist; drought tolerant 
Light: Part sun to shade 
Propagation: Seed 
Motility: Low; seeds may germinate near parent 
Maintenance: Occasional trimming of leggy branches and seed pods 
Availability: Usually at Florida native nurseries and native plant sales 
Comments: Nectar source for butterflies; often confused with the non-native Texas necklacepod  
(Sophora tomentosa var. occidentalis) which has all pubescent leaves 
Landscape uses:  Foundation or specimen 
 

References 
Nelson, Gil, 1996, The Shrubs and Woody Vines of Florida: Pineapple Press, Inc., Sarasota, Florida, 391 p. 
Osorio, R. 2001. A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. 2003. Guide to Vascular Plants of Florida, Second Edition. University Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen. 2005. Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://plantatlas.usf.edu /). 
 

Information compiled by George Kish 
Photo by Betty Wargo 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 
you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 
the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 Check pertinent category: 
 
 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 
 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 
 Library subscription  $15        Business or 
 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 
 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 
 Life $1,000   Donor  $250 

Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 
FNPS 
P.O. Box 278 
Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  

    
                     

  
 
 
  
 
 

Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

MARCH 1 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Shawna Everidge, by the 
deadline of this month. Text should 
be in MS Word; graphics should be 
in a standard graphic format (.jpg, 

.bmp, .gif). Previously published 
artwork should be accompanied by a 
letter of permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email… 

severidge@plantcitygov.com  

Meeting Location 
 

The Suncoast Native Plant 
Society, Inc. meets the third 
Wednesday of the month @ 
7pm @ the Hillsborough 
County Extension Service 
office in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 

DIRECTIONS TO:  
Hillsborough County  

Extension  
5339 County Road 579  

Seffner 
 

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just east 
of I-75). Go south for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road and County Road 579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips          
       Board of Directors 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin             977-6484  
George Kish                  920-0853 

Librarian 
       Vikki Sinclair                   989-2896 
Membership 
       Janet Bowers                   759-2822 
Newsletter Editor 
      Shawna Everidge              659-4298 
      Mike Fite, Assistant          977-0892 
Programs  
      Devon Higginbotham 
Publicity 
      Shawna Everidge         659-4298 
Outreach 
      Troy Springer                   967-4538         
      Ron Chicone             803-603-8912 
USF Plant Sales 
      Troy Springer         967-4538 
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
      Kim Hutton                      974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
      Shirley Denton                 986-6485 
Webmaster 
      Ron Huston 
 

Board of Directors 
President 
 Shirley Denton 
president@suncoastnps.org   

 
Vice-president 
 Devon Higginbotham 
archiveproperties@gmail.com   
  
Secretary 
 Janet Bowers 
 jbowers27@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer 
 Daphne Lambright 
daphne.lambright@verizon.net  

 
Board Members 
 Ron Huston 
RonLHuston@cs.com  
 Ron Chicone 
rchicone@yahoo.com  
  


