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Presented by Peg Urban & Peg Lindsey
Wednesday, August 18th @ 7pm
Hillsborough County Extension Service

Peg and Peg are Florida Native Plant Society members from Leesburg. They have developed a
tag-team presentation that uses their photographic skills to provide an entertaining and educational
program on attracting birds to our home landscapes. They’ll focus on food plants and habitat needs
for roosting and breeding.

You’'ll remember Peg Urban from our latest Palmetto — it starred some of her wonderful
photographs. Peg Lindsey provides the voice of the duo. Both have been involved in an extensive
chapter project to restore sandhill at Pear Lake — a massive native plant gardening project. Both
provide the technical skills and botanical and avian knowledge for the project.

- Submitted by Shirley Denton

The Florlda Native Plant Souety was orgamzed in 1980 to promote the
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and

native plant communities of Florida. For more information about the
Florida Native Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org
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The following is an address to the City of Plant City Commission about the Florida Native Plant Society, by chapter
president, Troy Springer. Troy gave the presentation during the July 19, 2010 Commission meeting.

My name is Troy Springer, and | am the President of the Suncoast Native Plant Society or SNPS, which is a chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society, or FNPS. And today | am here to inform the City about FNPS and the work that we do for the community.

The motto of our organization is to promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and the native
plant communities of Florida.

FNPS is a scientific organization that spends a lot of time identifying plants of Florida, and where they belong, where they do not
belong, and their frequency in the diverse array of plant communities all across Florida. You do not have to be a scientist to join
FNPS, and | certainly can not be identified as one. However, the insight that | have gained by being associated with the many
scientific minds of FNPS, and their knowledge, has completely changed the way | look at natural communities - as well as manmade
communities - of Florida.

There are many reasons to protect and restore native plant communities in our region. Plant communities are the very base of which

our entire fragile ecosystem depends on. There is a lot of pressure from development, landscaping, agriculture, and other man made

activities that impact our plant communities. Many plants, and even whole plant communities, are in ra

perilous danger of being lost. This has a huge impact on the entire food chain, and puts other wildlife N
VA \ that inhabits Florida at risk.

I can go on and on about the environmental reasons to learn about, protect, and use native plants, how-
| ever, there is another good reason that native plants are so important, perhaps more important to some
of our community members than just the environmental reasons, and that is about the identity of our
| community. | would like to give a quick specific example. A very enthusiastic and active member of
our chapter James Wheeler would often say to people when doing community outreach programs,
“Why would you be planting crape myrtles from Communist China? Use plants that symbolize
& Americal!” There is so much truth to that statement. | did a little research on crapes, and was amazed
at how many communities have the crape myrtle as their official shrub. You see, you can find crape
A\ myrtles as well as many other landscape plants not only in Florida and Texas, but in California, Mexico,
Africa, Australia, South America, China, and many others. As a result, our communities are fast
L\ becoming faceless, monotonous places with the same landscaping all across the world!

The natural native plant communities in our town are like no other place on Earth, even when you
VA \ travel just a little bit North, south, east, or west - the natural landscape changes. Because of the surrounding plant communities, rap\
Plant City is truly unique. As we continue to expand our town, the choices we make will determine if Plant City continues to be
o\ unique. With proper planning of our community and strategic conservation of the surrounding natural areas, we can ensure that o\
visitors will continue to see the real Plant City.

This is where the Florida Native Plant Society can help. As an organization we teach the public to appreciate native plants and how 7y \
to protect and restore native plant communities. You maybe surprised how much our chapter has been involved with community
affairs of Plant City! o

ral
In May of 2007, past SNPS president George Kish with the assistance of Marina D’ Abreau reviewed the landscape plans for the new
| Utilities Operations building that was completed when the City of Plant City expanded the Water Reclamation Facility. They Y\
suggested changing the landscape plans by using more native varieties, such as swapping Queen palms for Sabal Palms, and Drake
elms for Winged elms.

In September of 2007, in support of the Wildflowers for the Community grant from the Florida Wildflower Council, SNPS
o recommended three species for the seed request and provided planting information. A portion of the seeds were used in SNPS’s Y\
outreach programs.

In June 2009, there was the Summer Invaders! contest grant. SNPS awarded the City’s Environmental Education Program witha 73\
$100.00 grant, which covered the printing costs of the coloring contest. The coloring contest focused on teaching children about
invasive species, both plant and animal.

<m P P -m

In November 2009, the City invited SNPS to attend the Non Native Pet Amnesty Day event held at Busch Gardens. SNPS provided
V- \ outreach and information of non native invasive plants and their destructive role to the environment. VN

Lastly, because of a generous donation by the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), FNPS will have their annual
YA\ conference which will be held at the Trinkle Center at HCC. This event will be held in May of 2012. 1 am proud and nervous to be ra\
the committee chairman of this particular conference, and | hope that the City of Plant City will share in the enthusiasm and be a
| proud supporter as well. This will be an opportunity for those in our community to see what the Florida Native Plant Society is all Y\
about, and learn about what we do to help manage our precious resources.

A\ If you can not wait that long to go to an FNPS conference, the 2011 conference will be held in Orlando. You can go to www.FNPS.org Vap\
for more info.
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Upcoming Suncoast Native Plant Society Meetings... New column coming September 2010..

«  August—Peg Lindsey and Peg Urban. Ask a Florida Native Gardener!
Attracting Birds to Your Central Florida Backyard. Got a question?

¢ September—Ann Paul. Interested in sharing
Florida Herons and Egrets. your knowledge?

«  October—]John Miller. Email Ron Chicone at
Florida Geology as it Relates to Native Plants. rchicone@yahoo.com

« November—Shawna Everidge. Questions and answers

Excotic Pets. _ may be edited for space.
« December—No meeting.

- Submitted by Shirley Denton

Buying Trip to Sweetbay Nursery
Saturday, August 21st, 2010

10824 Erie Rd
Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-0501
Tom Heitzman, owner

Meet at Extension office (same place as Wednesday night
meeting place) at 8:30 AM. Please shoot me an email if
you plan on attending: gailparl@verizon.net . Thank you!

%%%%%%% 2012 Conference Committee Meeting

USF Botanical Gardens Meeting is on August 21st
Fall Plant Sale ‘ at 10:00 AM at the
Saturday & Sunday following location:

October 9 & 10

% Volunteers needed! Sign up at an

New Tampa Regional
Library
10001 Cross Creek Blvd
Tampa, FL 33647
813-273-3652
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upcoming meeting or by emailing
Troy Springer at
troy@springerenvironmental.com
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¢ Phytolacca americana

Photo by Allen Boatman

P g g

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application
Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their Check pertinent category:
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles
you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a Q Individual/Renewal $35 Q Not-for-profit
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine. Contact Q Full time student $15 organization $50
the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. Q Library subscription $15 O Business or
Q Family or household $50 corporate $125
Q Contributing $75 Q Supporting $100
O New Member Q Renewal Q Life $1,000 Q Donor $250

Name

Make check payable to FNPS.
Detach and mail to:

Address FNPS

P.O. Box 278

Melbourne, FL 32902-0278

Business name or organization

City, State and Zip

Home phone
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NeWSIQtter SmeISSIOI’lS Meetinq Locations
Deadline for the next issue:

Suncoast Native Plant Society,
Please sen?gt!:c)lzs a]r'] d original Inc. meets the third Wednesday
gmna of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the
artwork for The_Suncoast Grapevu_we Hillsborough Extension office
to Shawna Everidge, by the deadline in Seffner
of this month. Text should be in MS '
Word; graphics should be in a SNPS Web Address:

standard graphic format (.jpg, .omp,
.gif). Previously published artwork
should be accompanied by a letter of
permission from the original
publisher.

http://www.SuncoastNPS.org

Email...
severidge@plantcitygov.com
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Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1158
Seffner, FL 33583-1158

Please deliver to:
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