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General Principals of Pruning 
Presented by Jerry Upcavage 

Wednesday, October 21st 2009 @ 7pm 
 
Is that giant, overhanging, oak limb ready to fall and crush your house? Jerry  
Upcavage, a certified arborist with the International Society of Arboriculture, will be 
our October guest speaker.  His presentation will provide the homeowner with the 
"General Principles of Pruning", which include the effects of pruning on a tree, the 
timing of the work, effects of pruning on branch growth, and the reasons for pruning.  
His presentation will also include techniques used in making proper pruning cuts, 
pruning tools and their application, improper pruning, secondary problems, and types 
of pruning.  Best of all, for those who prefer to remain earthbound , Mr. Upcavage 
will provide his audience with guidance on selecting a competent pruning service to 
do the work for you!  
 
Born and raised in Tampa, Jerry Upcavage has spent most of his adult life working in, 
on and around trees.  Mr. Upcavage started Independent Tree Service in 1978 and  
became a certified arborist in 1992.  A frequent spokesperson for the industry, both in 
print and electronic media, he has also served on Tampa's Variance Review Board, 
served as expert witness, and will be a trainer in the upcoming ISA arborist  
certification program.   

- Submitted by Bob Upcavage 
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The Florida Native Plant Society was organized in 1980 to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida. For more information about the Florida Native 
Plant Society, please visit our web site: www.fnps.org  



Come support our chapter at the sale!  
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Field Trip Report: Brooker Creek Preserve 
Saturday, September 19th 2009 

 

It was a warm morning, but very exciting and memorable field trip lead by 
Shirley Denton. In all the years of native plant field trips, I personally never 
witnessed a real living Pine Lily in its native habitat. But there it was in all 
of its splendor! Overall, the field trip was also remarkable for the wonderful 
job Pinellas County has done to provide such a great place for  
environmental education. The boardwalk made crossing Brooker Creek  
exciting yet easy, and the trail was well marked with excellent interpretive 
signs. It was only a short walk from the boardwalk to the scrubby pine  
flatwoods, the home of an abundance of fall blooming wildflowers  
including the Pine Lily. The Florida Paint Brush (Carphephorus  
corymbosus) where just getting ready to bloom and should be ready for a 
spectacular show toward the end of September. While they are not plants, 
there was an abundance of large spiders, including the Golden Orb Weaver 
and the Black and Yellow Garden Spiders working hard to keep the  
mosquito population down.  
 
We would like to thank Shirley for her leadership on this field trip. Her  
timing for the Pine Lilies was excellent and her knowledge of native plants 
is awesome!                                                - Photos and submission, Joel Jackson 
Some of the plants seen were: 

Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis) 
Pine lily (Lilium catesbaei Walter) 
Hypericums (St. Peter’s Wort and St. John’s Wort) 
Sabatia brevifolia (Narrow-Leaved Sabatia) 
Seed-box (Ludwigia spp.) 
Goldenrods (Solidago spp.) 
Meadow Beauty (Rhexia nuttallii) 
Cinnamon Fern (Osmunda cinamomea) 
Bromeliads (Tillandsia spp.) 
Loblolly-bay (Gordonia lasianthus) 
Florida Paint Brush (Carphephorus corymbosus) 
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New to Hillsborough County: Nightblooming Waterlily  
 
Our own Carmel vanHoek is adept at finding species where they haven’t been seen before.  Her latest find is 
nightblooming waterlily (Nymphaea jamesoniana) at Hillsborough River State Park.  This species showed up in 
a fire lane and in several trails and led park biologist Kate Smithson on a late night search for the flowers which 
bloom only at night.  Getting to see the flowers required walking through deep water at midnight over a multi-
night period before she finally got to see one.  By morning, the blooms were gone.  The plant is distinctive, with 
a spider-web pattern on the leaves.  It is listed by Florida as Endangered and it also occurs in Mexico and in 
Central and South America.  
 
Several of us speculated that there might be more plants near the 
park and set off to find them in bloom (Carmel, Kate, Shirley 
Denton) as neither Carmel nor Shirley had seen blooms on the 
plants in the park.  Indeed we did find them.  Our small group 
spent more than an hour wading in muddy water and using  
flashlights to get photographs.  We speculated on the pollinators 
and noted that the plant produces an interesting smell.  We also 
speculated on why the plant had not been reported in Hillsborough 
County before, but we really knew – it masquerades during the 
day as a more common plant.                                                         

  —Submitted by Shirley Denton 

The best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago.  
The second-best time is now. -African Proverb 

Get Outside! 
New Southwest Florida Water Management District Recreation Guide 

 

The newly revised Southwest Florida Water  
Management District (SWFWMD) Recreation 
Guide is now available either online or by mail  
order at  http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/recreation/.  
It’s free! The guide includes district maps and  
detailed information on what the lands have to offer 
for the best recreation opportunities. It is full color, 
154 pages, and full of camping, biking, birding, 
hiking, horseback riding, and hunting information.  
 
                    - above proverb and article of interest submitted by Mike Fite 
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It’s Archery Season! 
How to Survive the Woods During Hunting Season 

Years before I took up hunting, I was always faced with the difficulty of whether or not to trail ride during the fall. My 
horse is huge, and a waiting hunter would literally have to believe a moose was on the loose to aim at something  
crashing that loudly through palmettos on forgotten trails, but hey—aren’t there stories of people who’ve shot at the 
Skunk ape and missed?  
 
During archery season, (Sept 26—Oct 25 in the central zone, dates change in other areas of the state), hunters are  
permitted to wear full camouflage rather than the bright neon orange you see during general gun season. Hunters may 
hunt from the ground or high up in a tree stand. The goal is to make minimal noise and movements, to be as unseen as 
possible… so though you shouldn’t see them, you might want to take an extra look around if you’re planning a  
bathroom break in a remote area of the wilderness! Most archers will not risk losing an arrow on a shot that might even 
appear safe and ethical during general gun season, and archery is a little more difficult because without perfect aim, the 
animal could suffer more. This is why some archers will tell you they’ve drawn their bow, but never taken a shot after 
years of hunting. 
 
During general gun, (Nov 14-Jan 24), hunters are required to wear orange for obvious  
reasons. If you are birding or hiking in an area where you hear gun shots repeatedly, I’m 
sure you don’t need an article to tell you to get out of the area! Ethical hunters will not  
normally take repeated shots at an animal if they are hunting for large game. Either the 
moment lined up to quickly and humanely kill the animal, or it didn’t—there is very little 
in between. It is not considered good sport to shoot at the first thing that pops out of the 
woods, even if others may have called over that they have confirmed that what’s coming 
through the woods IS that trophy buck of the season. A trophy buck is a trophy buck for 
a reason—and often his does are running in front of him! Multiple rounds being fired at 
ground level aren’t usually indicative of good sport, but can be indicative of bad aim and 
poor ethics. There’s no way I’d risk my pony on that! 
 
Dog hunting is still permitted in areas, including the Green Swamp and Ocala National Forest. Dog hunting is generally 
done in teams, with one person putting their dogs on the ground in a block of forest, the other team members waiting on 
roads surrounding the block. The dogs should find the deer, bark at it, and chase it out into an area where a team  
member can take a clean shot without risk of shooting another person, their vehicle, the dogs, or wounding the animal. 
Deer dogs should be properly trained and only target deer. You should not see them treeing raccoons, pursuing bobcats, 
or attacking small wildlife. If you find a lost dog on a trail—and you’re a dog lover like myself—most hunting dogs will 
have a tag that indicates the owner and either a phone number or a radio channel that the hunter is using. You can turn 
the dogs in at a check station, and the rangers will either already know the owner or place the dogs in a holding pen with 
water until the owner visits that particular check station. Most hunters will call off everything until the dog is found. 
 
There are certain things that ethical hunters will never do: taking game in a manner that causes it undue suffering,  
shooting unauthorized game, butchering deer on the trail without properly checking it at the wildlife station, harming 
other wildlife while pursuing other game, littering, drinking, and shooting for the fun of it are all signs you’re in an area 
where someone may be hunting in a less than responsible manner. NEVER approach hunters you suspect to be doing 
the wrong thing on your own—remember, they have a gun and you most likely don’t—instead, alert the park ranger of 
the activity that you noticed, and be sure to jot down any vehicle tag numbers. Rangers are trained on how to properly 
approach hunters and can always ask to see their permits, check their guns AND any coolers they may have. Ethical 
hunters want to keep the woods as safe and pristine as most hikers, native plant enthusiasts and birders do! 

- Submitted by Shawna Everidge 

Thank you Fred Mulholland, Bob Upcavage, James Wheeler, Troy Springer and  
Mike Fite for contributing plants to our September plant auction! 
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Suncoast Calendar 
To submit information to the Calendar, email Bob Upcavage: eco@upcavage.cnc.net   

Programs for 2009 

 January 21—George Kish: 
Plant Phenology and Climate Change 
 February 17—Juliet Rynear: 
The Rare Plant Conservation Program at Bok Towers 
 March 18—Don Roberts: 
The Coastal Conservation Association 
 April 15—Troy Springer: 
The Native Landscaping Trade 
 May 20—Cliff Brown: 
Plants for Attracting Native Hummingbirds 
 June 17—Craig Huegel: 
Designing a Landscape for Wildlife 
 July 15—Karina Veaudry: 
The Status of Conservation in Florida 
 August 19—Prem Subrahmanyam: 
Florida Orchids 
 September 16—SNPS Membership: 
Garden Tips, Tricks, Trips and Trials 
 October 21—Jerry Upcavage: 
The General Principals of Pruning 

Full Color, Fall Color Walk in the Woods 
 

Our October field trip will be on SUNDAY October 
25.  This field trip will be a repeat of our October trip 
last year.  Why?  Well – red, pink, yellow, lavender – 
everywhere.  Most of the color is flowers, some of it 
butterflies.  A scene so bright it was almost 
gaudy.  While we can’t be sure what will happen 
from one year to the next, it’s likely that we’ll get a 
real show of wildflowers again this year. 
 

We’ll meet at the trail parking area at Holder Mine in 
the Citrus Unit of the Withlacoochee State Forest at 
9:30 am.   
 

Expect an easy 2 mile walk on and off trail, sandy in 
spots, but usually shaded.  Bring water.  We’ll plan to 
eat lunch when we get back to the car.   A map and 
directions are posted  at www.SuncoastNPS.org. 
 

- Submitted by Shirley Denton 

Florida Bat Conservancy: Retiring 
 
We have recently learned that the key members of 
the Florida Bat Conservancy will be retiring at the 
end of this year. As a result, they will be closing 
the conservancy. 
 
Cyndi and George Marks gave us an excellent 
presentation a few years ago. Their presentations 
often included live bats and a very detailed slide 
show that they used to teach about bats all over 
the world, ending with the importance of bats to 
our Florida eco-system. They also wrote a book 
titled Bats of Florida.  
 
Please join us in thanking them for their hard 
work and efforts to promote bat conservation in 
our own backyards! -Submitted by Shawna Everidge 
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Make check payable to FNPS. 
Detach and mail to: 
FNPS 
P.O. Box 278 
Melbourne, FL  32902-0278  

 

Membership in the Florida Native Plant Society enables you to receive their 
wonderful quarterly magazine The Palmetto. Joining the SNPS also entitles 
you to membership privileges in the Suncoast Native Plant Society and a 
subscription to their monthly newsletter The Suncoast Grapevine.  Contact 
the membership chair, Shirley Denton, at 986-6485. 

 

 Check pertinent category: 
 
 New Member/Gift $25  
 Individual/Renewal  $35          Not-for-profit 
 Full time student  $15                   organization $50 
 Library subscription  $15        Business or 
 Family or household  $50            corporate  $125 
 Contributing  $75      Supporting $100 
 Life $1,000   Donor  $250 
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Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 New Member   Renewal 
 

Name _______________________________________________________ 
        
Business name or  organization _______________________________________ 
                        
Address _____________________________________________________        
 

City, State and Zip _______________________________________________ 
        
Home phone ____________________  Email  _________________________ 
 

PLANT PROFILE 
Common name: Shortleaf Gayfeather 
Botanical name: Liatris tenuifolia Nutt. 
Family: Aster (Asteraceae) 
Zone: 8 - 10 
Plant Habit: Densely-clumping upright perennial from a tuberous root 
Habitat: Sandhills, Flatwoods, dry, open hammocks 
Size: Flowering stems 2-3 ft. tall 
Leaves: Narrow, grass-like leaves 
Bloom: Thin wands of pink to purple flower stalks 
Flowering time: Summer through early winter 
Distribution: Central peninsula and western panhandle 
 

Growing conditions 
Light: Full sun to light shade 
Water: Dry to moist 
Soil: Sandy, well drained 
Propagation: Seed 
Motility: Readily seeds in sunny area 
Maintenance: Annual pruning to ground after seeds have matured 
Availability: Native nurseries 
Comments: Two varieties occur in Florida; L. tenuifolia var. tenuifolia occurs in Sandhills and open hammocks; 

L. tenuifolia var. quadriflora occurs in dry, open hammocks and Flatwoods. 
  

References: 
Osorio, Rufino, 2001, A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants: University Press of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 345 p. 
Taylor, Walter Kingsley, 1992, The Guide to Florida Wildflowers: Taylor Publishing Company, Dallas, Texas, 320 p. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen, 2003, Guide to Vascular Plants of Florida, second edition, University Press of Florida,  
 Gainesville, Florida, 787 p. 
Wunderlin, R.P. and B.F. Hansen, 2007, Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants: University of South Florida, Institute of  
 Systematic Botany (http://plantatlas.usf.edu/) 
Information compiled by George R. Kish 
Photos by Virginia Ducey, Bob Upcavage 



Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.            
P.O. Box 1158 
Seffner, FL  33583-1158  
    
                                  

  
 
 

 Please deliver to: 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
Deadline for the next issue: 

NOV 2 

Please send articles and original 
artwork for The Suncoast Grapevine 

to Shawna Everidge, by the deadline 
of this month. Text should be in MS 

Word; graphics should be in a 
standard graphic format (.jpg, .bmp, 
.gif). Previously published artwork 

should be accompanied by a letter of 
permission from the original 

publisher. 
Email… 

severidge@plantcitygov.com 

Meeting Locations 
 

Suncoast Native Plant Society, 
Inc. meets the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Hillsborough Extension office 

in Seffner. 
 

SNPS Web Address: 
http://www.SuncoastNPS.org 

 
DIRECTIONS TO:  

Hillsborough County  
Extension  

5339 County Road 579,  
Seffner. 

 
Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just East 

of I-75). Go South for two 
blocks.  The office is at the 
corner of Old Hillsborough 
Road, and County Road 

579.  

Activities & Committee Chairs 
 

Field Trips         
       Shirley Denton               986-6485 
Publications 

Dick Wunderlin             977-6484 
George Kish                   920-0853 

Librarian 
       Vikki Sinclair                989-2896 
Membership 
       Shirley Denton               986-6485 
Newsletter Editor 
      Shawna Everidge            757-9289 
      Mike Fite, Assistant        977-0892 
Programs and Publicity 
      Bob Upcavage                  
Outreach 
       Troy Springer                967-4538 
USF Plant Sale 
        Vacant  
USF Botanical Garden Liaison  
        Kim Hutton        974-2329 
Chapter Representative 
        Kristina Herz 
Webmaster 
       Shirley Denton               986-6485 
Conservation 
       Ron Chicone          

Officers &  
Board of Directors 

 

President 
 Troy Springer  

 

Vice-president 
 Bob Upcavage                 

 

Secretary 
 Kristina Herz                  
Treasurer 
 Daphne Lambright 

 

Board Members 
 Shirley Denton         
 Ron Chicone 
  
The SNPS BOD meets regularly at a variety of  
locations. If you are interested in attending a 
BOD meeting, please check the location at a 

monthly membership meeting or call Troy 
Springer at 813-967-4538. 
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