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Bluebirds and Boxes

Presented by Mary Miller
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Bluebirds and Flatwoods Field Trip

Join us on Saturday, April 26, at Flatwoods Park for our Bluebirds and Flatwood:s field trip. We will meet
at 8:00 am at the Ranger Station inside the entrance of Flatwoods Park at 14302 Morris Bridge Rd. We
will be able to peer into one or more of the bluebird boxes along the Bluebird Trail and hopefully see eggs
and/or babies. In addition, we'll hike one of the trails to view the native vegetation, much of which will be

in bloom. We should also see some birds, possibly some mammails, and perhaps a gopher tortoise or two.
So join us for an easy 1- 2 mile hike through some great vegetation. Bring sunscreen and lots of water.

Flatwoods Park is located about 7 miles east of I-75 where it crosses Fletcher. Fletcher becomes
Morris Bridge Road east of 1-75 and the park is at 14302 Morris Bridge Rd. Contact either Shirley

Denton (813) 986-6485 or Mary Miller (813) 960-8132 for more information. ~Mary Miller
FEREEEEEEREEEEEERREEEEERREB®E
@ FIELD TRIP REPORT: Johnson Pond

@ A group of 15 intrepid members set out to explore 2.5 miles of trails
wondering if we'd melt before we got back to our cars. Luckily,
@ most of the rain waited until we were well on our way back!

We explored the Johnson Pond trail north of Hernando. We had
great examples of the effects of land management on plant com-
munities (effects of fire suppression on sand hill and scrub, old
drainage features), got to see a great blue heron on its nest, and
climbed to the bottom of a deep sink hole where water from the
Floridan aquifer was flowing across white sand. Along the way, we
saw numerous members of the blueberry genus (sparkleberry,
Vaccinium arboreum; deerberry, V. stamineum; shiny blueberry, V.
myrsinites; and Darrow's blueberry, V. darowii). Along the way, we
were treated to flowering dogwoods - in full flower. The poser of
the day was a small white flower with linear leaves -- | couldn't

@ remember the name until we were almost back at the car - long
after most people had forgotten about it' Amsonia ciliata.

When we did get to the cars, we took count to see if any of us had melted. Most left quickly for drier environs. A
@ few took an additional side trip through mesic hammock down to the Withlacoochee River.

@ The group had many thanks for John and Mary Miller who organized the trip and hosted us to donuts and coffee at
@ their vacation home in Hernando. Thank you again John and Mary!
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-Shirley Denton
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Camp Bayou Open House S\
% : NS

Three miles south of SR 674, end of 24th Street SE, Ruskin.
! " !

: % 7 3" What is a Watershed? 19 "
- - +P< | = LI 2 "

! 6:686:,/6 ! —Dolly Cummings
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SUNCOAST CALENDAR

v To submit information to the Calendar, email Mary Miller: limpkin1945@verizon.net v
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January 16—Jennifer Roberts:

L]
$ 7 B - July 4 — 6 E Fakahatchee Strand! B
&« February 20—Laurel Schiller: )
9 A -
&« March 19—Rob Northrop: 7 - 4 !
vy A August 24 E Alderman Ford County Park.
% April 16—Mary Miller: % ) -
" * * "4 " !
+ May 21—Phil Compton: September 20 E Photography Workshop!
5 $ " 5 A -
& June 18—Sylvia Durrell: . !
4 A C 4 4 ! _
& July 16—Jeff Klinkenberg: October 11 - 12 - Fall Plant Festival 3
- !
+ - > -
& August 20—To Be Announced ! . ? 6l
+ September 17—Shirley Denton: 6,06 "
D
) 2008
April 12 - 13 ESpring Plant Festival 3 . ; !
| Butterfly, Herb, &

? 60 6,: 6 "! . .
April 26 E Bluebirds and Flatwoods! F " ™" Natlve Plant Falr

"ok _ /6 L]
2 . 5 92 # Outreach opportunities
5 e 4 ?7 60 &&/ !
May 15 — 18 EUplands to Estuaries: Celebrating Florida’s Sell plants
Native Plant Heritage, %
7 2 7 7 ! Promote native conservation and
5 Wwv_v.fnps.org. gardening
May 24 ECrystal Springs! F *

| - -4 Attract new members

June 14 - 15 —Butterfly, Herb & Native Plant Fair, 3
- . 7 G s 7 6f (/76" ! We need volunteers!
\?]une 21E NE!tl\ie Plant Buying Trip to Sweet Bay Nurs:e'ry Contact \(/\ }

" 14 " ! Troy Springer )

813-967-4538 XY
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{l;,) Plant Profile

Common name# F
a Botanical name: Parthenocissus quinquefolia ?9!f
Q Synonyms# A
Family: F ? ]
Plant Habit: 7

Habitat: $

Leaves: %

Bloom:

Flowering timet
Fruitt 5
Distribution: )

Aq Growing conditions
Light#

A Watert 4
q Soil#
Propagation: 7

Aq Motility: -

Maintenance: 7
Availability: 2
A Comments:

SRR EE:

501 ,-!!$

Information compiled by ;
Photos by %

Got Pots? ! # oM

A
!
-t - !
A - !
* A _ |
I'B % -
* ' !
* 8 |
I - < 9
-Harriett Wright " ! - MyFwc.com
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Monthly Plant Auction

New
Suzy Saraceno and Dale Deford, Riverview
Ron and Janida Thuemler, Tampa

Going Once!
Going Twice!

Mark Bossard, Odessa
Joel Cleveland, Tampa
Carl Crosson, Brandon
Dolly Cummings, Ruskin
Michael Elswick, Bradenton
Diane Harm, Tampa
Lucy Hoyt, Tampa
Alyssa Getzoff and Michael Sutton, Tampa
James Wheeler, Riverview

At April’'s meeting, you may notice that we're
switching things up a bit. Rather than raffling off
the plants, Joel Jackson has volunteered to help

us auction them. We still need native plant
donations, and would graciously like to thank the
donors for March:
Harriett Wright, Mary Miller, Fred Mulholland,
Bob Scheible, Sally Sun

2 " Check pertinent category:
> The Palmetto! 8
" 2 0; =",
The Suncoast Grapevine! B 05 =6, T
7 " $ A 16 ! =, =
g " =
> " 5 - -
7 =(, =
TRERRRRR R e el 9 = 4 =",
TEREREeenenn e nnennnenenenenenenenenl Make check payable FNPS.
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Fihenocissis quinguefolia | Parthenocissus quingue)
Pl by Allen Boatman Photo by Alien Boatman s

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application

Detach and mail to:

TRRRRRREE e e el Suncoast Chapter of

D LERRTEEERERR R e el Florida Native Plant Society, Inc
P.O. Box 1158
PRRRRRRRRRRRERRERtr Sy CRRRRR e Seffner, FL 33583-1158
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Activities & Committee Chairs

Field Trips
4 &:&/
Publications
4 -A & 7/
; G . ,6
Librarian
F -- R
Membership
$ A )
Newsletter Editor
) GG -
2 - % K -
Programs and Publicity
2 2 & : 6°
Education
&(:/,6
Book Sales
6,: 6 °
USF Plant Sale
6,. 6 °

USF Botanical Garden Liaison

G $ (/:"6"
Chapter Representative
8 A (1, &,
Webmaster
7 && ("""

Gt

Officers & Board of Directors

President
$ A © 6
Vice-president
2 2 & : 67
Secretary
2 - &,/:,&
Treasurer
8 2 & : 67
Board Members
2 2
$ A
2 -
8 2
8 A
4

The SNPS BOD meets regularly.
Call Harriett Wright for exact locations.

Newsletter Submissions
Deadline for the next issue:

APRIL 30

deadline

Shawna Everidge

DIRECTIONS TO:
Hillsborough County
Extension
5339 County Road 579,

Meeting Locations

B ! A
¢ 1

Hillsborough Extension office
in Seffner.

SNPS Web Address:
www.fnps.orag/chapters/

suncoast

Kl\ . Exit 10} 4. i
ORTH — el

Ol Hills borough Ave

T

Seffner.

Take I-4 to Exit 10 (just East
of 1-75). Go South for two

Exit 260/

Parscis Ave

blocks. The office is at the
corner of Old Hillsborough
Road, and County Road

574

Exit260A] .

574 Ghurch Brandon
East
Mango

_ Suncoast Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.

P.O. Box 1158

Club logo:
“Beach Sunflower”
%
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Seffner, FL 33583-1158

Please deliver to:



